
Dairy Feeder & Beef Feeder Calf 

Guidelines 

Superintendants: Sara VanDyk &  Greg Baker 

All 4-Hers are eligible to participate if they are between the ages of 5 and 19. Cloverbuds 

cannot sell in the auction. 

4-H Requirements:  

Dairy calves must be 100% dairy breeds (Aryshire, Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, Brown 

Swiss) born between January 1 and February 28. All calves must be de-horned and 

castrated and vaccinated.  

Beef calves can be pure bred or mixed.  Dairy/beef cross is considered a beef calf. Calves 

must be born between January 1 and March 31st.  Calves must be de-horned, castrated 

and vaccinated. Heifers are allowed. 

Dairy and Beef calves will compete together in showmanship, separately in market 

classes. 

 

Cloverbud Requirements: Calves must be born between January 1 and March 31. 

The calves must be in the memberôs possession by April 1. All Cloverbud classes will be 

non-competitive. 

 

Members may purchase more than two calves, but only two may be brought to the fair. 

Cloverbuds are not allowed to auction their calves. 

A photograph of the member and calf with the RFID tag number and childôs name on the 

back must be sent to Sara by May 1 via mail.  THIS WILL BE STRICTLY 

ENFORCED. 

Vaccinations and a RFID tag in the calfôs ear are required.  

There is an option of selling one calf at the auction. The calf must have an average daily 

rate of gain of 1 ¾ pounds to be allowed to go through the auction. Cloverbuds may not 

sell at the auction. 

The 4-Hers name, calfôs RFID tag number, and a picture of a clean calf and 4-Her for the 

buyer must be given to Greg or Sara by Tuesday of fair if the calf is going through the 

auction. 



An educational exhibit with a profit and loss statement is required. The educational 

exhibit can consist of a notebook, poster, video, of any other creative idea you can come 

up with. You may combine your feeder calf notebook with a market steer notebook. 

Notebook Suggestions 

EXPO 5-8 years:  
Choose one of six dairy breeds 

Color picture with breed markings 

Know Breed of your calf 

Age of calf 

Weight of calf 

JUNIOR 9-12 years:  
Choose two of the six breeds 

Know special characteristics of breed; components 

Know mature weight of bull and cow 

Know what a DFS is and importance to beef and dairy industry 

Parts sheet 1 (know 5 parts per year) 

INTERMEDIATE 13 -15 years: 
Explore three health issues 

Parts sheet 2 (know 5 parts per year) 

Show etiquette and equipment 

Importance of two feed stuffs 

SENIOR16-19 years: 
Explore any segment of the industry from ñsemen to steakò that interests you include 

profit and loss for industry. 

Know two (per year) whole sale cuts and what retail cuts are included. 

Be able to identify strengths and weakness of an animal, what you would change and why 

from an industry perspective. 

 

Other suggested educational topics for Beef & Dairy Steers 

Nutrition 

Vaccinations 

Calf Selection 

Feed Rations 

Housing 

Water 



 



 



 


