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Adolescent dating violence is all too prevalent and often

Healthy Relationships

results in serious physical, emotional, psychological and
developmental consequences to young people. In this
session, you'll learn about educational programs like Safe
Dates, a prevention and intervention curriculum designed
to help young people recognize the difference between
healthy, caring and supportive relationships, and control-
ling, manipulative and abusive dating relationships. In
addition, these issues will be examined at four levels:
personal, interpersonal, institutional and cultural. We'll also
explore your interest in offering local educational opportu-
nities for adults — and young people — to learn about and
address these issues in communities. For more information,
contact Karen Pace at pacel @msu.edu.
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communities are collectively utilizing the Smart Growth te-

Smart Growth/Rural
Development

Come explore how three rural

nets as a community and economic development tool. For

more information, contact Loe Bixler at bixlerj@msu.edu.

Staff Safety on the Job

How to ensure your safety when performing your duties as
an Extension employee — this session will present ideas
and tools for staff to use whether they are sitting in an office,
making home visits or working at a fair. For more informa-
tion, contact Nancy Axtell at axtelln@msu.edu.
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Panel Discussion

Panelists: Marilyn Rudzinski, Macomb County Exten-
sion Director (retired); Adam Kantrovich, Ottawa County
Extension Director; Mona Ellard, Eaton County Extension

Director; Dan Rossman, Gratiot County Extension Director;
Betty Blase, Kent County Extension Director

Some of the topics that panel members suggested as ways
in which they or their staff members are currently working
to address the economic crisis include:

— Housing education including affordable housing

— Business management and marketing

— Sustainable agriculture best practices

— Application of research on the bioeconomy — translating
it to the marketplace

— Helping agricultural producers survive tough economic
times (dairy producers, swine, field crops)

— Setting competitive prices for horticulture products

— Utilizing abandoned manufacturing facilities for alterna-
tive uses

— Home food preservation essentials

— Organic farming essentials

— Establishing a Community Supported Agricultural (CSA)
System

— Building coalition strength to help nonprofits survive the

economy

For more information, contact Betty Blase at

blase@msu.edu.
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Developing Entrepreneurs
Promoting Healthy Lifestyles

Preparing for the Expanding
Bioeconomy

Educating & Supporting
Decision Makers

Building Leaders for Today
& Tomorrow
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Communication Skills
Diversity & Multiculturalism

Education & Information
Technology

Evaluation, Applied Research
& Reporting

External Linkages
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Facilitative Leadership
Marketing & Quality Service
Professionalism

Program Implementation

Program Planning
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