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St. Joseph County home to state’s only combined Extension, Veterans Services office
MSU Extension and Veteran Services? This might sound like a strange combination, but staff members from these two agencies are working hand-in-hand to enrich the lives of St. Joseph County veterans.

Since April 2004, MSU Extension has housed and staffed the St. Joseph County Veteran Services office. The county board of commissioners requested the merger because of MSUE’s educational role and outreach efforts across the county. A portion of then program associate Diana Fair’s time was contracted for her service as the new county veteran services advisor.
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Today, nearly 4,800 veterans reside in the county.  While this number has dropped from the 5500 when Fair first took over, these veterans brought more than $9,000,000 this past year into the county in the form of payments for compensation, pensions, healthcare, and education - almost double the amount received in 2004. Because this population is generally older and less mobile, this revenue tends to stay in the county and contributes to the local economy in the form of housing, food, clothing and transportation dollars.
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Fair is now the county’s MSU Extension Family and Consumer Science educator, but she continues to be passionate about her work as a veteran advocate. Her role as educator allows her access to the many agency contacts and resources she has made over the years. Often these same resources can also provide services for veterans.  
Fair and Rose Risko, a county employee who was recently added to the staff, often link veterans to the St. Joseph Department of Human Services, Community Action, and other county agencies for assistance with food and housing. 

In addition to helping veterans access benefits, Fair and Risko are also authorized agents for the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund, a state fund to help veterans of wartime service who are experiencing temporary emergencies such as late mortgage and utility payments.  
With the downward spiral in the economy, Fair is seeing more veterans turning to the Trust Fund for assistance to prevent evictions, foreclosures and shut-offs. During the past year, the Trust paid out more than $21,000 to support county veterans and Fair anticipates that this amount will continue to climb during the next year.

Fair and Risko provide educational outreach through activities like the VA and Operation Military Kids display during the St. Joseph County Grange Fair, Project Homeless Connect and a program for Vietnam veterans on benefits pertaining to their wartime service.

St. Joseph County continues to be the only county with an MSUE/VA educator, so Fair’s position is unique in the state. As members of the Michigan Association for County Veteran Counselors, Fair and Risko recently completed the national VA accreditation school at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois and they are currently planning additional programs for WWII and Korean War veterans and “VA on the Road,” a monthly outreach in area communities.  
Contact: Diana Fair or Rose Risko 
269-467-5522

Research aimed at helping farmers control Asiatic garden beetle 
Asiatic garden beetle (AGB) larvae feeding caught St. Joseph County corn growers by surprise during the 2007 growing season. The larvae, white grubs that looks similar to those of the Japanese beetle, caused stand reductions and subsequent yield losses in commercial corn fields in several areas of St. Joseph [image: image4.jpg]
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To help growers prepare to battle the pest in 2008, St. Joseph County MSU Extension sought support from Project GREEEN, the plant industry initiative at MSU, to investigate the life cycle, control options and spread of this insect throughout southwest Michigan.

Producers were partially caught in a dilemma with this pest because the pest control options that were rapidly growing in popularity to control corn rootworm—the main soil-borne pest, is not expected to offer any protection against white grubs like AGB. The greatest damage from AGB larvae occurred on fields where commercial corn followed soybeans in both 2007 and 2008.  

Intensive monitoring to locate suitable research sites for this pest began in early spring. Observations indicated that AGB larvae tend to move up near the soil surface once the soils have warmed up. 
It appears that winter annual weeds like henbit, deadnettle and chickweed may help the AGB larvae survive in fields until the crop is planted, as researchers observed AGB larvae feeding on the root masses of these weeds. In tilled fields the larvae also tend to feed on the turned-under, above-ground portions of these plants. 
In late April Extension staff found larvae of varying sizes and depths below the soil surface. In some fields larvae were found as much as five inches into the soil. The smaller larvae were delayed in moving towards the soil surface.  

A research plot was established to investigate the effectiveness of varying combinations of two soil insecticides and a seed treatment in controlling AGB damage on corn. Some treatments seemed to help reduce stand loss, but allowed the larvae to survive through pupation. There were large numbers of dead and dying adult beetles on the soil surface in some treatments.  
While the yield data has not been fully evaluated, the investigators noticed differences between the non-treated control plots and those where insecticides and/or seed treatments were used.

MSU Extension Master Gardener volunteers were asked to report any observations of AGB adults they encountered in non agricultural settings. They reported the heaviest incidence of AGB in a line south of South Haven through eastern Kalamazoo County.  
Because AGB are strongly attracted to bright lights at night, investigators conducted a south to north observation along the US 131 corridor monitoring AGB adult activity in brightly lit gas station canopies.  Two observation trips made in late July and early August showed that the beetles could be found in decreasing numbers from Schoolcraft north to the Dorr area.
The results of the 2008 studies will be finalized and made available to growers and agribusiness representatives during winter meetings in 2009.

Contact: Bruce MacKellar
269-467-5511
Fair visiting with WWII veterans returning from their Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.





AGB larvae feeding on winter annual roots in a no-till field in St. Joseph County.





Stand reduction from AGB larval feeding in a non-insecticide treated area.





Elevated AGB adult mortality seen on some insecticide treatments.








�Is this correct? When will the data be compiled and how will they be shared?





Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. Offices in counties across the state link the research of the land-grant university, MSU, to challenges facing communities. Citizens serving on county Extension councils regularly help select focus areas for programming.  MSU Extension is funded jointly by county boards of commissioners, the state through Michigan State University and federally through the US Department of Agriculture.

