Alternative Fertilizer Choices

including organic options

There are almost an infinite number of fertilizer variations that can be used to supply the nutrients recommended by your soil test.  The following information will help to fine tune your fertilizer program or make substitutions.

Alternatives for 10-10-10
1 lb. Of 10-10-10


equals 5 lbs. of dried, aged chicken manure


equals 10 lbs. of composted cow manure


equals  30-40 lbs. of fresh horse and cow manure


equals 5-10 lbs. of aged compost


equals ½ lb. of 20-20-20


equals 2 lbs. of fishmeal
Nitrogen alternatives

3 lbs. Of 33-0-0 ammonium nitrate

2 lbs. of 46-0-0 urea

5 lbs. Of 21-0-0 ammonium sulfate


equals 8 lbs. of blood meal


equals 13 lbs. of soybean meal

Potash alternatives

1 lb. Of 0-0-60, muriate of potash


equals 2 lbs. of 0-0-50 potassium sulfate


equals 7 lbs. of green sand

Phosphate alternatives ** Phosphorus amendments should never be applied in southeast Michigan unless it is recommended by a soil test **

1 lb. Of 0-46-0, super treble phosphate


equals 2.5 lbs. of 0-20-0, super phosphate


equals 4 lbs. of steamed bone meal


equals 2 lbs. of rock phosphate

Natural organic materials are variable in nutrient content from different samples.  Therefore, the quantities listed above are approximate.  (Source: Connecticut Extension publication 89-11 “Natural Fertilizers for the Home Garden”) October 2002
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